
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  INFORMATIONAL LETTER #99–25    
 
DATE:  September 30, 1999 
 
TO:   ALL HOSPITAL PROVIDERS 
 
FROM:  JOHN W. HATHAWAY, Chief 

Bureau of Facility Standards 
 
SUBJECT:  NEW HOSPITAL CONDITION OF PARTICIPATION:  

PATIENT RIGHTS 
 
 
Enclosed are the new condition and standards found in 42 CFR §482.13, Condition of 
Participation: Patient Rights, published in the July 2, 1999, Federal Register.   
 
This new Condition of Participation covers notice of rights, exercise of rights, privacy and 
safety, confidentiality of patient records, and seclusion and restraints.  These requirements 
became a part of the survey process for all hospitals, except Critical Access Hospitals 
(CAHs), beginning August 2, 1999.  The requirements will not be a part of the survey 
process for currently certified CAHs.  Hospitals requesting CAH status, who are not yet 
certified as a CAH, must be in compliance with all Medicare Hospital Conditions of 
Participation at the time of their initial CAH survey.  This includes compliance with the 
Condition of Participation of Patient Rights. 
 
If you have questions regarding the enclosed documents, please contact Gary Guiles, 
Health Facility Surveyor, or Sylvia Creswell, Supervisor, Non-Long Term Care, at our 
offices in Boise at (208) 334-6626. 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                         
 JOHN W. HATHAWAY, Chief 
 Bureau of Facility Standards 
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